
(Houston, Texas) Project Row Houses (PRH) is pleased 
to announce its opening reception for Round 39: Looking 
Back, Moving Forward and Block Party which celebrates 
the 20 year anniversary. The Anniversary will be launched 
on Saturday, October 5th with the opening of Looking Back, 
Moving Forward and a Block Party that will be a big Thank 
You to the community and organizations we have worked 
with over the years. Music, food trucks, vendors, children’s 
activities and games, artists’ talk, and great fun and celebra-
tion will all be free throughout the day.

Looking Back, Moving Forward is inspired by Andy War-
hol’s 1969 exhibition Raid the Icebox I that took place at 
the Rhode Island School of Design in Providence. In the 
same fashion of asking Warhol to go through the mu-
seum’s permanent collection and curate an exhibit based 
on his findings, Ryan N. Dennis, PRH’s Public Art Di-
rector asked five artists to go through the PRH Archive 
and use it as a springboard to create a site-specific in-
stallation based on their findings. Looking Back, Moving 
Forward will include the work of Houston based artists 
Jamal Cyrus in collaboration with Ray Carrington Jr., 
Troy Gooden, Lovie Olivia, and New York based artists 
Valerie Piraino and Jessica Vaughn. 
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The other component of the Round seeks to engage edu-
cators in a conversation based on the PRH principles and 
programs. An education house located at 2515 Holman 
will provide hands-on art based learning for students and 
educators through a series of workshops and an education 
guide. The house is being realized by Michelle Barnes and 
Anthony Suber. The art house located at 2517 Holman is 
conceptualized by Ryan N. Dennis and Gabriel Martinez 
who are working with graphic designer Lisa Garrett to cre-
ate an interactive timeline that tracks the 20 year history 
of PRH and runs around the interior walls of the house – 
other didactic components will inform the viewing experi-
ence for visitors. 

Lastly, the second focus of this Round is to announce where 
our “archive” will be housed permanently. This is a wonderful 
moment to have our history in a location that can be acces-
sible to a broader public. Stay tuned for the announcement 
and be sure to follow our 20 year anniversary celebration 
throughout the calendar year of 2014!

About the Artists:
Jamal Cyrus is a Houston based artist whose body of work 
borrows from revisionist approaches within American his-
tory, particularly studies dealing with the formulation of 
Black political and cultural movements. Cyrus received his 
BFA from the University of Houston in 2004 and MFA 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 2009.
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Troy Gooden is a Houston based artist who works a com-
munity development artist, writer, and social entrepreneur. 
His work in the community has led him to organize tours 
that explore the diversity of the city’s vast offering through 
intimate encounters of visual art, music, and food.

Lovie Olivia is a Houston based artist who employs paint-
ing, printmaking, and installation to create her works. Her 
work is influenced by art, culture, music, literature and Afri-
can American history.

Valerie Piraino is a New York based artist who received her 
BFA from the Maryland Institute College of Art in 2004 
and MFA from Columbia in 2009. She was an artist-in-
residence at the Studio Museum in Harlem in 2009-2010 
and was nominated for the Rema Hort Mann Foundation 
Grant in 2011 and 2012.

Jessica Vaughn is a New York based artist that received her 
BFA at Carnegie Mellon University and MFA from the 
University of Pennsylvania. She recently participated as the 
2012-13 Studio Resident at the Whitney Independent Stu-
dios Program.

Programming at Project Row Houses is generously supported by: 

Anchorage Foundation, The Brown Foundation, The Bruner Foundation Inc., Chevron Corporation, 

The Nathan Cummings Foundation, Dickson Allen Foundation, First Unitarian Universalist Church, Agnes Gund, 

Ann & Jim Harithas, William J. Hill Land & Cattle Co., Houston Endowment Inc., Joan Hohlt & Roger Wich Foundation, 

IKEA, Kensinger Donnelly, Kinder Morgan Foundation, The Kresge Foundation, The Lewis Family Foundation, 

The McGovern Foundation, Cynthia Woods Mitchell Center for the Arts, National Endowment for the Arts, National Performance 

Network’s Visual Artists Network, Nightingale Code Foundation, Picnic, Chester Pitts Charitable Foundation, The Simmons Foundation, 

Texas Capital  Bank, Texas Commission on the Arts, United Airlines, Susan Vaughan Foundation, Vista Bank Texas, 

and a grant from the City of Houston through Houston Arts Alliance.

 Special funding for the 20th Anniversary Block Party is provided by 

H-E-B and the Houston Community College Central.

About Project Row Houses:
PRH was founded in 1993 as a result of discussions among 
African-American artists who wanted to establish a posi-
tive, creative presence in their own community.  Our work 
is founded on the principle that art and the community that 
creates it can revitalize even the most depressed of inner-
city neighborhoods, for the mutual good of existing and fu-
ture residents.  Thus, the mission of Project Row Houses 
is to be a catalyst in transforming community through the 
celebration of art and African American history and culture.  

Project Row Houses is open to the public 
Wednesday through Sunday, 12:00 – 5:00 PM. 

 Group tours can be scheduled 
by calling 713.526.7662.
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